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DOUGLAS DASILVA

YOU CARESS
THE NIGHT

for soprano & guitar
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Performance notes:
This haiku by Yosa Buson (1716-84) should be read in Japanese,

preferably by a male voice, before the song begins.
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Mi ni shimu ya!
Naki-tsuma no kushi wo
neya ni fumu.

(English translation:

Pervading my being

My dead wife’s comb, in the room
As I tread on it)

201112
New York City
Performance time circa [3’]



You Caress the Night
Douglas DaSilva

Chilling words I hear
Eyes open, my heart is still
Something stirs within

He winces in pain
Kneels! Weeps! Fragrant memories
The comb’s tooth recoils

"Stop these thoughts, my love”
My fingers to those soft lips
"You caress the night”

“You have not lost me
My heart beats within your work!
In your Haiga!

“You caress the night
You caress...”

Obi loosed, hair down
Entangled as love demands
His breath close to mine

I find comfort now
Only in the yesterdays
Dreams of eternity

“One day I shall bend
To retrieve my fallen comb
In this room with you”
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