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Duration: approximately 3 minutes 
 
 
The Friendly Beasts is a traditional Christmas song about the gifts that a donkey, cow, 
sheep, camel, and dove give to Jesus at the Nativity.  The song seems to have originated in 
12th-century France, set to the melody of the Latin song Orientis Partibus.  The song is also 
known as The Song of the Ass, The Donkey Carol, The Animal Carol, and The Gift of the 
Animals. 
 
If you give a public performance of this work,! please send a PDF of the concert program to 
office@burkeandbagley.com 
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