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DURATION: QUARTET CA. 4" 30” — SOLOS: CA. 210"

FROM MEMORY TO HISTORY

for string quartet with 4 solos

From Memory to History was inspired by an article of the same name in the December Special
Holiday 2009 issue of The Economist. The article was about the last two surviving veterans of
World War I. Both had kept silent about the war until after their 100" birthdays when they wrote
books, went on tours and told their stories. How did these stories transform over the 80+ years
that they incubated in these gentlemen’s memories? How many stories have been mashed
together over the many years: mixed facts, misplaced details; like a game of postman lasting 80
years in one person’s head? Was there a greater truth to the stories that perhaps was not the same
as the facts?

From Memory to History explores that possibility in its presentation of the facts (or, are they
truths?) in different settings, dissonances and consonances. Each instrument enters by presenting a
solo interpretation of the 10-note theme. Then each instrument treats the others player’s them as
its own, entering at shorter intervals each time, creating seemingly aleatoric harmonies.
Ultimately, all of the instruments enter at the same time.

As part of the composition process, | regularly extract parts to see if they are strong enough to
stand on their own. The very nature of From Memory to History made this simple. So | decided
to also write solo versions of each part and am quite pleased with the results: four strong “tellings”
of the same story. Four separate truths?

Douglas DaSilva, New York City 2009/10
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From Memory to History

Score
Douglas DaSilva
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WORKS BY DOUGLAS DASILVA

Chamber Music for Strings

13: My Favorite Color: for flute, violin and guitar, 2018 (Duration: ca. 3’)

Czysta Magia for solo violin, 2013 (Duration: ca. 4)

From Memory to History for string quartet + solos, 2009/10 (Duration: ca. 6’ 40”)
Petronila & Manuel for violin & guitar, 2010 (Duration: ca. 5')

Sayonara: A Brazilian Farewell for violin & piano, 2009 (Duration: ca. 8'30”)
Stabat Serban for solo cello or for solo viola, 2012 (Duration: ca. 5’ to 10)

Three Meditations for solo violin, 2011 (Duration: ca. 4')

Three Songs of Love for solo violin, 2014 (Duration: ca. 6')

Chamber Music for Guitar

13: My Favorite Color: for flute, violin and guitar, 2018 (Duration: ca. 3’)
Burnham: 5 short pieces about a day near a pond for flute and guitar, 2004 (Duration: ca. 6')

Dulce et Decorum Est: a setting of the poem by Wilfred Owen for mezzo-soprano and guitar, 2015
(Duration: ca. 6')

An Introduction to Jabuticaba for flute & guitar, 2018 (Duration: ca. 2)

The Least of My Brothers for two guitars, 2009 (Duration: ca. 3'40”)

Og’s Dance for solo guitar, 2008 (Duration: ca. 3’)

Paco de Santo Drinks at the Kinsale for flute & guitar, 2008 (Duration: ca. 2'30”)
Petronila & Manuel for violin & guitar, 2010 (Duration: ca. 5')

Seedlings: Twelve short pieces for solo guitar, 2008 (Duration: ca. 9'45”)

Suite Brasileiro for flute and guitar, 2006 (Duration: ca. 13")

Water for solo guitar, 2010 (Duration: ca. 6'30”)

You Caress the Night for soprano voice & guitar, 2012 (Duration: ca. 3’)

Other Chamber Music

Burnley for solo oboe, 2014 (Duration: ca. 7')
Faca na Caveira for flute quartet, 2014/2015 (Duration: ca. 2’)
ISWHOPA (I Saw Werner Herzog on Park Avenue) for Bb clarinet & piano, 2011 (Duration: ca. 6’)

www.burkeandbagley.com



